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Jirim

• ISO-3 dir | Glottocode [diri1253]

• AES Status: Threatend

• Spoken in Taraba State, central-eastern Nigeria 

• Approximately 5,000-10,000 speakers

• Dakoid language of the Atlantic-Congo family
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Migoed 1925 Through British Cameroons

• Dirrim of Gamnadarri

• Burial customs

• Wordlist with numerals and 14 lexemes

• Appendix I (p. 273)

• Data for Daka (1) of Adagoro by the 
Kaigamma, Daka (2) of Su over the hills 
behind Toongo and Chamba at Toongo
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Meek 1931 Tribal Studies in Northern Nigeria

• Dirrim as spoken at Kwagiri

• Locations

• Clans

• Matrilineal clans 

• with a matrilocal system of marriage

• Wordlist (p. 411) with 53 items

• Data for Chamba Daka and Taram
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Meek 1931



Lesage (2018)

• 1 h elicitation

• AdaGram quesionnaire

• Adamu Shamaki from Bali LGA

• First Jirim Dictionary (2023)
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Field work

• June-July 2023

• 6 weeks in total

• Jalingo, Garba Chede, Gangumi

• Assembled a team

• Ongoing remote collaboration
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Transcription and Translation in ELAN



ELAR Collection
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ELAR Collection
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• 4 hrs naturalistic video recordings

• 5 hrs 30 min elicitations

     Based on AdaGram lexical questionnaire
     (Idiatov 2022)

• 1 h 30 min translated

• 24 min transcribed

• 171 lexical entries in the FLEx data 
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Project Plan
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The project aims to comprehensively document the language and its cultural context. 

An extensive audio-visual corpus will be created, capturing various aspects of Jirim community 

life and language, ranging from daily activities to unique cultural traditions. Three Jirim 

festivals will be recorded to preserve them for future generations. The project will result in 

a grammar sketch, a practical orthography, a Jirim-Hausa-English dictionary, and 

a text collection.



Deliverables
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• Field work duration  44 weeks in total (16 + 16 + 12)

• Video recordings  55 hrs (36 hrs naturalistic data, 5 hrs festivals, 14 hrs elicitation)

• Transcriptions   9 hrs in IPA and practical orthography

• Glossings   5 hrs

• FLEx database   1500 lexical entries

• Photographs   300

• Field notes

• + metadata, metadocumentation, collection guide



Grammar Sketch
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• Year 1 Legacy recordings Orthography, phonology, tonal system, word order, 
    noun phrase, pronouns, basic TAM

• Year 2 New data  Verbal noun, further TAM analysis, relative clauses, 
     serial verb constructions

• Year 3 New data  Coordination, subordination, experiencer constructions



Ogɔduɛ!
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Questions
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Orthography
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Tones
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Literature
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Grammar
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